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Objective
Investigate the role of sacred grove in in-situ biodiversity conservation in rainforest zone of Nigeria. To accomplish this, biodiversity of sacred groves were compared with those of primary and degraded forest ecosystems.
Two sacred groves, two primary and two degraded natural forest ecosystems were selected from the rainforest zone of south-western Nigeria. The following biodiversity indices were computed for each study ecosystem 
Conclusion
Though sacred groves were established for spiritual purposes, they are playing important roles in in-situ biodiversity conservation. However, the traditional institutions that promoted biodiversity conservation in groves are crumbling. Given the changing culture, these belief systems may not be sustained. This must be addressed if groves are to continue playing important roles in conserving biodiversity. Tree species with high relative dominance (RD) in descending order are: Tree species that were dominant in most sites are:
► Ricinodendron heudelotii, ► Celtis zenkeri, and ► Cola spp.
